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A CHARGE. 



My Reverend Brethren, — Before we proceed to the 
business of this Synod I desire, as in former years, to lay 
before you a few points for your consideration, hoping 
through the goodness of God our Father, the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour, and the guidance of the Holy 
Ghost the Comforter, that the thoughts of our hearts may, 
now and ever, be directed and ruled in accordance with the 
Divine Will. 

I think, as year by year passes away, we must be more 
and more convinced of the need we all have, of such help 
from above. The more we deal with the things of the eternal 
world, the more we must be convinced of their infinite im- 
portance. To go wrong in the affairs of this life would be 
bad enough, but to go wrong in religion — to believe, to 
practise or to teach, what is contrary to the will of God — 
would indeed be a calamity, in comparison with which, all 
possible worldly misfortunes dwindle into insignificance. 

With this thought in , our minds must we not sometimes 
feel sore afraid? It has been well said that Christianity is 
either everything or nothing. It must either be a thing of 
infinite and eternal importance, or it must be a deceiving 
dream — a mere sentiment, the creation of enthusiasts. We, 
my brethren, believe that the Christian religion is every- 
thing. What then, if we should go wrong in matters, com- 
pared with which, all else that is in the world is but a 
trifle ? 

Yet we know that we are very ignorant : no thoughtful 
mind can doubt this. We know also that we are weak of 
purpose : experience has surely made this plain to most of 
us. We know, above all, that we are sinful ; and con- 
sequently, in no respect, entitled to God's guidance. What 
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then, if under the combined influences of ignorance, weak- 
ness, and sin, we should be led to follow, not the way of 
everlasting life, but that which leads to death eternal ? A 
serious consideration for all : chiefly for us, who have to give 
account, not only for our own souls, but also for the souls 
which have been committed to our care I 

To those of us, who by the Holy Spirit, have been 
awakened to the greatness of our responsibilities, how wel- 
come then must be the assurance of Him, Who is our Hope, 
" I am the Light of the World ; he that followeth Me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.** Happy 
shall we be, if delivered from the dangerous devices and 
desires of our own ignorant, weak and sinful hearts, we are 
enabled by the Holy Spirit, to follow Jesus, the Light of 
Life. Thrice happy, if also permitted to lead our flocks, in 
the same way of eternal salvation, and unto the same Divine 
Redeemer. 

CUMBRAE. 

Let us now, to begin with, take a brief survey of the pre- 
sent state of this Diocese, and of the events of the year that 
has gone by, since we were last assembled in Synod. 

Our late Dean, who was also Provost of this Cathedral, is 
no longer with us. He has been appointed to an important 
post of usefulness in the Diocese of Salisbury. May God's 
blessing be with him ! As you are all aware, the ofBce of 
Dean, thus vacated, has been accepted by our senior Pres- 
byter, the Very Reverend Reginald John Mapleton, to whom, 
for long and faithful service as Synod Clerk, we owe so deep a 
debt of gratitude. Those who have known the Diocese, 
during the Episcopates of our late beloved Bishop, and of 
his revered predecessor, can testify to the ability and kindly 
courtesy with which our present Dean fulfilled the duties of 
his former office. 

These duties have now fallen to the lot of Canon MacColl, 
who kindly undertook, at my request, the post of Synod 
Clerk, pro tempore. His tenure of office, so far as my ap- 
pointment is concerned, expires to-day. 
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At the request of him, to whose pious generosity we owe 
the foundation of this our Cathedral and College of Cumbrae, 
I -have myself undertaken to fulfil, so far as I am able, the 
duties of the Provostship. But, since it is not in my power 
to perform all these in person, especially such duties as the 
frequent celebration of the Holy Eucharist, instruction in 
theology, and the maintenance of order in the House, I have 
prevailed upon the Rev. Charles Wastell Worlledge, (who has 
since been appointed to a canonry and to the office of Vice- 
Provost), to act as my deputy. 

For the work that he has been carrying on, since his resi- 
dence at Cumbrae began, I thank God ; and I think I may 
venture to say, that never, since this College and Cathedral 
were constituted, have the pious intentions of their Founder 
been more faithfully carried out. 

Chiefly I give thanks for the daily celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist, and 1 rejoice in the thought, that with the return of 
light, morning by morning, that most acceptable Sacrifice, 
is, at our Cathedral altar, offered up unto the Eternal Father, 
Who has given His only Begotten Son, to be, not only the 
Propitiation for our sins, but also the Source, the Channel, 
and the Pledge, of every blessing for time and for eternity. 
The sweet melody of our Cathedral choir is, for the present, 
I regret to say, no longer heard. But, as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so is the Holy Eucharist, our divinely 
appointed sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, higher than 
any other offering we can make, and more acceptable than 
the most glorious music, that can ever arise, from the lips of 
men below, or of angels above. 

The College, as in the time of the late Provost, is still open 
for Retreats, and 1 am happy to tell you, though you probably 
know this already, that to-night our annual Diocesan Retreat, 
will commence. May the Holy Spirit graciously enlighten 
our hearts, during the short period of retirement from the 
world that lies before us, and may He enable us to seek and 
find, in Jesus Christ, both the pardon of out many sins, and 
also conformity to His Divine Image. 



You will be interested to know that an exact Rule of Life, 
much the same as that to which we have been accustomed 
in times of Retreat, is now being maintained here, throughout 
the whole year. In addition to Matins and Evensong ; Prime, 
Terce, Sext, Nones, and Compline, are recited daily. Silence 
is observed at appointed times ; stated periods are set apart 
for preparation for Communion, for meditation, for study, 
and for recreation ; and in all that is done, a special desire 
is manifested to give due honour to that Eternal Spirit on 
Whose gracious assistance we place all our dependence. 

Moreover, so far as space, and other necessary considera- 
tions will permit, we are prepared to welcome within our 
walls, all who, from time to time, desire to find retirement 
from the world, or instruction in the Holy Scriptures, and 
who are willing to conform to the Rule of the House. 

ORDINATIONS. 

During the past year, two Priests and three Deacons, 
have been ordained in this Diocese ; one of the former on 
letters dimissory from the late most deeply lamented Bishop 
of Edinburgh. The other Priest is the Rev. Angus Cam- 
eron, once a student of this college, who, for nearly four 
years has, I believe, used the office of a Deacon well, .having 
laboured with diligence and humility. 

Of those who have been ordained to the Diaconate, one, 
the Rev. Alexander fiell, has for special reasons, and with 
my approval, gone into a neighbouring Diocese. Another, 
the Rev. John Wedderburn, also a former Cumbrae student, 
is working among the people of Ballachulish, by whom, for 
a number of years, he has been known and esteemed as a 
lay helper. The third, the Rev. Alexander Macpherson, 
from the Edinburgh Theological College, is still engaged 
in the Mission at Cullipool, in connexion with which he had 
already been teaching for a long time before his ordination. 

As a matter of minor importance, it may be interesting to 
note that these five clergymen are all Scotchmen, by birth 
and education, that they were all baptised in our own 



Church, and that two of them speak the ancient language 
of this Diocese. 

Considering our limited numbers, and the peculiar circum- 
stances of this Diocese, I feel that the ordination of so many 
as four or five candidates for the ministry, within one year, 
is a very exceptional occurrence, not likely to be soon re- 
peated, and only to be justified by special circumstances. 
We have very few Charges that can support more than on« 
clergyman, and consequently, there are very few openings 
desirable for young men. For such, ought surely, at first, 
to learn the practical work of the ministry under the guid- 
ance of those who have had experience as pastors of the 
flock. Though certain exceptional cases may seem to have 
proved the contrary, I believe, that as a general rule, it is a 
great evil for a young Deacon to work alone and indepen- 
dently, without the guidance of a Priest, and probably, to a 
great extent, cut off from the opportunity of frequent Com- 
munion. Not to mention the spiritual evils that such an 
arrangement may occasion, both to Deacon and people, it is 
only too likely that the former, may, at the very outset of his 
ministry, contract habits of carelessness or sloth, which are 
not easy to throw off in later years. But, as I have said, 
these ^re exceptional cases. I have gone into this subject, 
partly because I often receive applications from candi- 
dates for Holy Orders, some of whom do not seem to know 
the circumstances of the Diocese. 

OTHER DIOCESAN EVENTS. 

By the departure of Canon Maclean, we have sustained a 
great loss. He has now, I hope, arrived at the scene of his 
distant labours. May he be abundantly blessed, and pre- 
served from all dangers, temporal and spiritual ! Above all, 
may he be enabled, through the grace of the Holy Spirit, to 
maintain and to teach, that Faith, which was once delivered 
unto the saints, and which has been defined and set forth, 
by the Creeds and by the Councils of the Catholic Church of 
Christ ! Surely he should often have a place in our prayers, 
and the more so perhaps, when we recollect that, being still 
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a member of our Cathedral Chapter, his connexion with this- 
Diocese has not l>een severed. 

With regard to the district in which Canon Maclean's- 
work lay, I may mention that since his departure, efforts' 
have been made to fulfil what was one of his chief desires* 
by providing services, and the means of grace for the fishing 
people and their employers belonging to our Church, who« 
annually come to Stornoway and elsewhere on our shores. 
May the blessing of God rest upon the priest and upon the^ 
lay reader, now working in Skye and Lewis ! 

The iron chapel, which served its purpose at Portree 
before the new memorial church was built there, has now 
been removed and re-erected at Duror in Appin. Here, in* 
close proximity to St. Adamnan's church and parsonage,, 
it has become the Episcopal school-house. The scholars 
who attend, are chiefly the children of Churchpeople in the 
neighbourhood, though the school is open to all. 

That Church education should thus be fairly re-established 
at Duror, is a cause for much thankfulness ; and I trust it 
may please God to bless our efforts, and to make them per- 
manent in their effects. But such works as this should re- 
mind us of the need we have for special help, in neighbour- 
hoods where local efforts cannot provide all that is required- 
It was with a view to necessities of this kind that our late 
Bishop established the Western Highland Mission Fund. I 
wish that P'und could be more generally recognised and sup- 
ported. So long as I am able, I will do all that lies in my 
power personally. But, of necessity, my ability in this di- 
rection must either quite come to an end, or, at any rate, be 
much diminished. The Rev. John Faber Scholfield of All 
Saints', Inveraray, has kindly consented to act as organising^ 
Secretary for the Highland Fund. From him information 
can be obtained, and to him contributions may be sent, by 
all who desire to aid us in our work. 

In connection with the little School at Duror, I am anxious 
to allude to a practice there, which also prevails in Glencoe, 
and which is most worthy of imitation, wherever this is pos- 



-sible. I allude to the fact that the pastor of the congregation, 
the Rev. Dugald Mackenzie, has made it, I believe, his daily 
habit to open the school, each morning, in person, with the 
recitation of the Lord's Prayer and the Creed, followed by a 
hymn and other devotions. The value of this practice, espec«> 
tally when combined with a little daily Christian instruction, 
from the lips of him whose office it is to feed, not only the 
sheep of Christ's Flock, but also His lambs, cannot be over- 
stated. Especially in small charges, in which, perhaps, the 
Priest has only too much leisure, his daily attendance in the 
school is certainly a thing much to be desired. The con- 
nection between Church and school could then never be 
merely nominal 

At Kinlochmoidart, I am happy to say, the Church of St. 
Finan has undergone a thorough restoration. A new altar 
and sacristy have also been provided there. At Glencoe, a 
small house has just been built for the teacher. Miss David* 
son, under whose admirable management the St. Mary's 
School has this year received an exceptionally good report 
. from the Government Inspector. At Ardchattan, in connec- 
tion with what is incorrectly called the '* Bunawe " Mission, 
a new school chapel has just been built, and will, please 
<jrod, be shortly opened for public worship. In the mean- 
while teaching on week days, and occasional services 
on Sundays, have been carried on in the Public Hall. 
This stands in the middle of the neighbouring granite quar-r 
ries, which attract a considerable number of working men, 
with their wives and families, not only from other parts of 
Scotland, but also, to a considerable extent, from England. 
At Cullipool we have still a flourishing school, and a small 
body of devout communicants, among the workers in the 
slate quarries. As I have already stated, our teacher there, 
Mr. Alexander Macpherson, has been ordained to the Diac- 
onate. At Inveraray a beautiful new church is nearly ready 
for consecration. The foundation stone was laid last Nov- 
ember by the Duchess of ArgylL For her kind help we owe 
a debt of gratitude, which I must not even attempt to express* 
At Campbeltown the new Parsonage has been completed, 
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and funds are being raised for the building of a new church. 
How much this is needed, must be evident to all who know 
the present most unsuitable place of worship. Such can hardly 
fail to realise how greatly the painstaking and successful 
exertions of the pastor are hampered by the want of a suit- 
able church, in which to assemble his flock for the worship of 
God in the beauty of holiness. At St. Bride's, Nether Loch- 
aber, a feu has been obtained, and plans have been prepared^ 
for a new school and teacher's house. At Ballachulish, the 
Guild for young men connected with St. John's Church has, 
I am thankful to say, been doing a very good work, and is 
worthy of mention. Their evening meetings are, of course, 
mostly confined to the winter months. But the good results 
of the Guild, for the existence of which I am mainly indebted 
to the Rev. Donald Cameron, are to be seen all the year 
round, in the exceptionally large attendance of young men 
and others, Sunday after Sunday, at the early celebrations 
of the Holy Eucharist in St. John's Church. At these ser- 
vices, in which, I need not say, our own Scottish Liturgy is 
used, hymns are sung, and pains are taken to surround the 
Holy Sacrifice with all that is calculated to solemnise and 
impress the worshippers. In Glencoe, I am happy to say 
that similar services take place on Sunday mornings at an 
early hour, and that, moreover, on other Holy Days, the 
children of the St. Mary's school attend the Holy Eucharist 
in a body, and with their voices join in the work of adoration 
offered to Him who said, '' Suffer the little children to come 
unto Me, and forbid them not." 

For St. John's, Ballachulish, and St. Mary's, Glencoe, 
through local exertions, a sum of ;^2ooo has been lately 
raised as an endowment. This is to accumulate for the 
present, in order that hereafter there may be a larger 
nucleus from which to provide for the support of the 
church. A much larger sum for the future maintenance 
of the work in connexion with St. Bride's, Nether Loch- 
aber, has also been assigned for this purpose, by her to 
whose efforts, under God, that church owes its existence, 
I can hardly exaggerate the importance of such provisions 
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for the future, and I wish I could know that in every church 
of the Diocese, efforts were being made to add, year by year, 
some substantial increase to its Endowment Fund. 

. CHURCH REGISTERS. 

You will notice, that for this Synod, I have been anxious 
to obtain information from all the clergy of the Diocese, with 
regard to the Church Registers in their possession. The 
proper care of such records is, I consider, a matter of great 
importance. And yet in past times, there has been, I fear, 
considerable carelessness in this respect. Many old registers 
have been lost, or have passed into private hands. Even at 
the present day, books containing entries of baptisms are 
sometimes to be seen lying on vestry tables, or placed among 
the ordinary volumes of the clergyman's study. Under such 
circumstances, it is not to be wondered at, if records which 
must be hereafter, and even now, are of great moment, 
occasionally get mislaid or lost altogether. Some registers 
are, of course, of very secondary importance. It may pro- 
bably be nothing more than interesting to know the name 
of a preacher or celdbrant on a given Sunday, ten years ago. 
But it is more than interesting — it is essential — to be sure 
whether a certain child in a school has, or has not been 
baptised. And I cannot imagine any earnest priest, who 
would be content, in such a matter, to trust to the mere 
assertion of a friend or relation. Those who have had ex- 
perience in pastoral work and who have taken pains to make 
investigations, can tell us how often such assertions have 
proved, either intentionally or unintentionally, incorrect. 

I would therefore earnestly request you, my Reverend 
Brethren, to exercise the greatest vigilance with regard to 
such registers, whether new or old. I am providing deed 
boxes for all the Churches of the Diocese. These, I hope, 
will be acceptable, and enable each Incumbent to keep, at 
any rate his Baptismal registers, under lock and key. 

CONDITIONAL BAPTISM. 

I have in my own possession, a number of Baptismal 
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records, relating to the Parish of Appin, and the surrounding 
districts, which go back as far as the early years of the 
present century. But among these there are sad intervals, 
showing that the Registers of many years have disappeared 
altogether. The older records, however, are very interesting 
and prove how large a proportion of the children born each 
year, in the districts to which I have referred, were baptised 
by the clergy of our own Church. 

Still more ancient registers, especially those of the last 
century, which have been happily preserved, and notably, 
also, the recently published journals of bishop Robert Forbes, 
bear witness to another interesting and important fact, viz., 
to the very general administration of Holy Baptism in the 
case of those, who, from bodies external to our Church, were 
admitted into her communion. 

That the conditional Baptism of new adherents is not now 
insisted on, as a general rule, is, I think, a cause for regret. 
Such baptism does not at all involve any assertion as to the 
invalidity of lay or Presbyterian Baptism. The modern 
Church of Rome holds views, which, in the light of much that 
has come down to us from primitive antiquity (to say nothing 
of the opinions of many Anglican Divines), might be consid- 
ered extreme, in favour of the validity of lay Baptism. Yet 
for many years her general practice, in this country at any 
rate, and probably elsewhere, has been to give Baptism con- 
ditionally, to all converts to her communion. I mention 
this fact, not as a precedent for us, but in support of my 
statement that the conditional Baptism of converts does not 
involve any assertion as to the invalidity of the Baptism they 
may have previously received. 

What then is to be said in favour of baptising condition- 
ally? Much, I believe. For instance, if we carefully consider 
the essentials of Holy Baptism, as taught by the universal 
Church of Christ, and as re-stated in our Prayer Book, I 
think we shall see that it is not always safe to assume that 
they have been complied with. I do not now lay stress on 
the assumption, in our rubric, that the child whose Baptism 
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is to be accepted as valid, has been baptised by a " Lawful 
Minister. ' This, however, I might do, if the expression 
quoted were read in the light of the Preface to the Ordinal, 
to which I would direct your attention. But here I only 
refer to the " matter " and to the " words." 

As to the "matter," can we always be as sure as wp ought 
to be ? Baptism, for long, in communions external to our own 
Church, has been habitually administered from pulpits, and 
by aspersion. Surely this is rather a doubtful substitute, not 
only for the primitive practice of immersion, but even for the 
affusion, allowed as an alternative, by the rubric of our Book 
of Common Prayer. One drop is said to be sufficient for 
compliance with the Lord's Institution. But can we always 
be reasonably sure, that in baptisms administered as I have 
described, there is any contact at all, between the unbaptised 
child, and the sprinkled water? 

Then again as to the words — Not all who profess to ad- 
minister Christian Baptism, do so according to the Lord's 
appointment : In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. There have been those who have 
gravely maintained (basing their error on a mistaken inter- 
pretation of Holy Scripture), that Baptism "in the Name 
of Christ" is sufficient. Moreover, if we remember of 
how little importance many persons consider a/i outward 
forms to be, we may well believe that, among the numerous 
sects of those who profess and call themselves Christians, 
strange departures from the essential words have been 
allowed to pass unrebuked. 

To my own mind, all this is sufficient to make condi- 
tional Baptism desirable, as a general rule, in the case 
of those who seek admission to our communion as adults. 
But I might also add another reason, viz. : — that in many 
cases, no reliable evidence as to previous Baptism is obtain- 
able, and that often it is' utterly uncertain whether those who 
come to us have received any kind of baptism at all. For by 
statistics it can be demonstrated that, both in Scotland and 
England, a very large proportion of the adult inhabitants of 
our large cities are certainly onbaptised. 



After what I have said, I need not tell you what my own 
practice is ; and though I am not able in all cases to exercise 
the cautions I should wish, in the case of those presented to 
me for Confirmation, I am, nevertheless, very clear in my 
own mind as to what, in this matter, is the more excellent 
way ; and I would strongly recommend to my clergy a 
more general return to the practice of the last century, in 
the case of all those who desire to be received as members of 
our communion. I might even suggest, as another reason 
for the practice I recommend, a charitable provision against 
those doubts and scruples which often arise in the minds of 
persons who, in after years, have reflected with anxiety as to 
their first admission into the Church. Again and again cases 
have arisen, to my knowledge, of persons who, long after 
Confirmation and admission to Holy Communion, have ex- 
pressed doubts as tp their Baptism in infancy. Surely such 
doubts are most detrimental to the spiritual life, even should 
they be groundless. In these cases, of course, there should be 
no hesitation in complying with the request, when made, for 
conditional Baptism. Yet how much better, if the possibility 
of all disquieting scruples had been provided against at the 
outset. 

We can well understand how, in the primitive Church, or 
in afterxages, there may have been instances of reluctance or 
even of refusal to baptise unconditionally in cases of un- 
certainty. But, with the conditional form provided in our 
canons, and elsewhere, I think no such hesitation need hinder^ 
the private administration of hypothetical baptism, before 
Confirmation, as a general rule, in all cases in which there 
is even a possibility, of present or future misgivings. 

My own experience is, that when the matter is properly 
explained, and, above all, when judiciously carried out, not only 
no objections are raised, but, on the contrary, the conditional 
Baptism is thankfully accepted. Objections are certainly not 
likely to occur in the minds of those who are really in earnest 
in their desire to conform to Apostolic order and to submit 
themselves humbly to the discipline of the Church. As to 
those who are not so minded, would it not be better that 
they should refrain from joining themselves to us? 
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But what shall we say with regard to cases quite beyond 
our reach ? Here, I think, we must specially exercise faith 
in the merciful loving-kindness of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We must not, at any time, regard His supernatural gifts of 
grace in the same way as we should regard the operation of 
the ordinary laws of the natural world. In the working of 
these laws we see certain causes and certain effects linked 
together independently of any moral considerations. Not 
thus with the Sacraments. In them we have the outward 
signs, and they are also the ordinary channels of grace — but 
of grace, let us remember, freely given by our Lord Jesus 
Christ as the Sovereign Ruler of His People. So, though He 
has ordained His holy sacraments as the appointed means 
through which He saves and 'blesses us, it is evident He 
cannot Himself be fettered by His Own laws, with regard to 
their operation. Though we are bound, yet He is not. 

Let us then ever keep this in mind. We are bound. There- 
fore, let us bring to bear the utmost rigour, and the most scru- 
pulous exactness in all our dealings as to the administration of 
the Holy Sacraments. Christ is not bound. Therefore, let us 
confidently hope in His mercy, should we ever fail in our efforts 
to remedy what is doubtful or irregular. We are bound. 
Therefore, for instance, in this present question of Baptism, 
let us follow what I have humbly submitted to be the more 
excellent way. Christ is not bound. Therefore, in cases 
where we cannot interfere, let us rely on His sovereign mercy, 
and on His power to supply every needful gift out of the 
abundant treasures of His grace. 

THOROUGHNESS. 

I would now ask you to listen to a few words I have to say 
on another subject, yet one connected with what has 
gone before. I have lately suggested that there are 
cases in which it may be better for those who are not pre- 
pared to walk humbly in the ancient ways of the Catholic 
Church to refrain from joining themselves to our communion. 
Why so ? Partly for the sake of the very persons to whom 
I allude, and partly for the sake of the Church at large. 
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That any individual, without a real change of conviction, 
should assume the name of Episcopalian, of Churchman, or 
of Catholic, is surely no cause for congratulation. What 
blessing can be looked for from submission to the Rite of 
Confirmation as a mere form of entrance into a new Re- 
ligious Organisation ? What benefit can follow from a heart- 
less reception of the Blesssd Sacrament, still regarded as 
mere Bread and Wine— the figures of an absent Saviour ? 
What gain is there in professing a belief in Episcopacy as 
the best and most primitive form of Church order, if the 
sacramental realities, for the due administration of which, 
Apostolic authority is necessary, are ignored, or possibly 
even denied. 

Mere Episcopacy ! What is it worth? If it be only a 
better form of Church government, I would as soon contend 
for a better style of church architecture. I care little or 
nothing for the Apostolic succession, unless it means a real 
bond of connexion with the chosen Twelve, and with the Lord 
Jesus himself. 

If I could know that the Blessed Sacrament of His Body 
and Blood might be had through the exercise of any other 
ministry than that which depends on the transmission of 
Apostolic authority, I would say, let us now and for ever have 
done with our attempts at opposition to the form of religion 
at present established by the law of this land. Only for the 
sake of Jesus Christ in His Blessed Sacrament, does it seem 
to me really worth keeping up our present divisions. If 
there be no essential difference between us and those near 
and dear to us, who regard " Episcopacy " as merely a 
humanly devised system of ecclesiastical order ; let us make 
an end of those cruel separations, which divide us one from 
another. 

Surely there has been, and still is, enough half-hearted 
Churchmanship. Surely we need not compass sea and land, 
we need not lower teaching and relax discipline, in order to 
have an increased number of mere proselytes to a form of 
Church government — in order to gain converts, whose attach- 
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ment is a matter of outward form, not of real conviction, or 
-who, at any rate, seek to unite themselves with us through 
fancy or inclination, rather than through a solemn sense of 
duty. Such converts can hardly gain much advantage to their 
own souls by their change of religious profession, and I fear 
they must often be a source of weakness to the Church at 
large. Let us then aim, rather at greater devotion and 
thoroughness of belief, than at a mere increase of numbers. 

There is a danger in depending too much upon numerical 
statistics. I always rejoice to hear that large numbers of in- 
fants have been brought to Christ in Baptism, that Church 
schools are well attended, and that multitudes come to hear 
the Word of God preached. But I am not always so happy 
about the Confirmation of large numbers of new adherents. 
A few candidates whose attachment to the Church has been 
proved, and who have had thorough preparation, are |more to 
be desired than great numbers, easily gained, hastily admitted, 
and destined probably to fall away from the communion of 
the Church, as lightly as they have been allowed to entfer it. 

I think there are few who would deny, that in past times, 
the Church has suffered grievously through the ordination of 
so many untried men to the sacred ministry. History and 
•experience combine to show what havoc has been made of 
the flock by pastors who have received Holy Orders, and yet 
who have never known the love of Christ in their hearts, or 
a real devotion to His service. But is there not a somewhat 
similar danger with regard to the laity? May not grave 
spiritual evils arise from a too easy admission of untried 
•** converts " (if such they may be called) to the sacred ordin- 
ances of Confirmation and Communion ? 

If we are to grow and increase as a Church, if we are to 
make real progress, the work must begin within— within our 
own hearts, subjected to the sanctifying influences of the 
Holy Spirit ; and within our own communion, cleansed and 
guided by the same Divine Illuminator. I think if those who 
are without, could, as a more general rule, take knowledge of 
us as men who have been with Jesus, the very persons we 
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should most wish to win, would be attracted to us by oiir 
walk and conversation. But till, through the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit, we have made some progress 
within, in the direction which I have indicated, external pro- 
gress will, I fear, either not go on at all, or if it does, will 
probably be neither for the glory of God, nor for the real ad- 
vancement of His kingdom upon earth. Let us therefore 
think and speak less about numbers, but more about 
thoroughness of belief and spirituality of life. 

PREACHING. 

And now, my Reverend Brethren, I must ask you to bear 
with me, if I once more draw your attention to a subject^ 
concerning which I feel constramed to speak plainly, with a 
view to pointing out what I know to be a sad hindrance to 
real spiritual progress. I allude to the frequent absence of 
distinctively Christian doctrine from our pulpits. But here, 
let me say, that I make no special reference, either to our 
own Diocese in particular, or to our Church in Scotland in 
general. For I fear it is the case, that throughout the whole 
extent of our communion, there is still an extraordinary and 
unexplained want of definite teaching with regard to the 
Person and Work of our Blessed Saviour. 

Thank God, we have Him present with us in His Blessed 
Sacrament. Even our ordinary services consist, to a great 
extent, of prayers and praises addressed to His Divine 
Majesty. The solemn feasts of our ecclesiastical year take 
all their light from Him Who is the Sun of Righteousness* 
His Cross is more and mor.e seen, and reverenced upon our 
altars. There is, I think now, no real tendency, in our com- 
munion, towards the ancient Arian, or the modern Socinian 
heresies. Christ's Godhead is universally believed among 
our clergy, and those who see in His Death upon the Cross^ 
anything short of a Propitiatory Sacrifice for sin, are now 
few in numbers. Yet in spite of all this, I am quite certain 
that in our pulpits, the Name of Jesus is far too seldom heard,, 
and His glorious Gospel is far too seldom preached. It is 
impossible to go about, from place to place, without coming^ 
to this conclusion. 
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We read in the Holy Scriptures how, when Jesus conversed 
with His two disciples on the way to Emmaus, their hearts 
burned within them. Is it npt possible, my Brethren, that 
there are Christian hearts now-a-days which burn, not with 
love and joy, but rather with indignation, when sermons are 
preached, eloquent perhaps, and powerful, and coming from 
the lips of men who are sound in the faith, but who neverthe- 
less are content to give their hearers, mere ethics. Old Tes- 
tament history, or moral reflections, instead of the Gospel of 
our Crucified, Risen, and Ascended Jesus. 

The frequent absence of Christian doctriiie from Christian 
pulpits is to me a mystery hard to be understood. Eloquence 
is a rare gift, which few possess. Learning requires labour, 
which many, through fault or misfortune, have not bestowed;. 
But that there should be any preachers, who sincerely believe 
that God has become man, and has suffered death upon the 
cross, and who yet do not make the Incarnation, and Re- 
demption, their constant themes, is truly marvellous. It is 
easy to understand pastoral neglect. This usually arises 
from that sloth to which we are all so prone. It is easy to 
account for carelessness in matters of ritual, or irreverence 
at the altar, among those who discern not the Lord's Body 
in His Blessed Sacrament. But how it comes to pass that 
there are many who know — who believe in, and who even 
love our Lord Jesus Christ, and yet who do not often preach 
His Divine Person and His Redeeming Work, it is hard 
indeed to explain. Yet such, I fear, is the case, and so long 
as this fact remains, many who are hungering for Him Who 
is the Bread of Life, will go away from us unsatisfied, or it 
may be, repelled. For why is it that certain religious or- 
ganizations which have a purely human origin, and certain 
preachers who can show no commission from our Lord,, 
sometimes seem, at any rate, more blest in their efforts ta 
win souls than we are? Is it not because, when they succeed, 
they do so through the setting forth of Him in Whom alone 
the heart of man can find rest ? The Lord has said, " Them 
that honour Me, I will honour ; " and this promise, I believe,, 
is constantly finding its fulfilment, in the case even of those 
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whoy in weakness, in ignorance ; yes, and perhaps even 
in conjunction with error, teach and preach Jesas Christ, 
true God and true man, as the one and only Saviour of lost 
«ouls. 

Truly, my brethren, as we must honour Jesus Christ 
in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar, so also must we honour 
Him in our sermons. At the altar let us adore Him. In the 
pulpit let us preach Him. Let us not say that the Gospel is 
already well known by our people. It is not so. There is, 
believe me, much ignorance concerning the Person and Work 
of Jesus Christ, in all classes amongst us. And even those 
who do know the truth, need to have it set before them again 
and again. Such is the weakness of the human heart, and 
fuch is the power of the devil, that unless we are often re* 
minded of Jesus and his Gospel, we grow cold towards Him, 
and forgetful as to His Redeeming Love. 

Moreover, let us bear in mind that all true Church doctrine, 
whether as to the Ministry, or as to the Sacraments, has its 
foundation in the Gospel — that is, in the Person and Work 
of our Divine Redeemer. We may learn this even from the 
words of an enemy— a well-known London preacher, once a 
clergyman of the Church of England, though now suspended 
from the ministry. He has recently been lecturing about 
what he calls "our own Protestant English Church," and 
•concerning the dangers arising to her from '' Sacerdotalism." 
These are his words — full of blasphemy, yet full also of truth. 
Speaking of the commission given by our Divine Lord to His 
Apostles — " Receive ye the Holy Ghost. Whosoever sins ye 
remit they are remitted unto them, and whosoever sins ye 
retain, they are retained,"— be says : " This is the fiction on 
which the whole claim of Sacerdotalism is founded, having 
for its basis the assumption that Christ was God, and that He 
had power to exercise and to impart this Divine authority 
over all men." 

Further on he adds — '* I am content to fight with neither 
small nor great, save only with the King Himself. It is part 
of my life's work to dethrone Jesus from His assumed 



21 

authority over men, and to make people see for themselves- 
that He was not and could not be God. And so soon as they 
see this, the power of Sacerdotalism vanishes. It cannot 
live an hour after this discovery. . . . But we are yet a 
long way off this sensible and truthful view. Hundreds and 
thousands of good Protestants are, even still, playing into the 
hands of the Sacerdotal ists, by maintaining the Divine 
Nature and authority of Christ, and (by) calling Him their 
Lord and their God." 

In Christian hearts such sentiments will most surely kindle,, 
both holy indignation, and also fresh ardour, in offering 
adoration to the Lamb, Who is in the midst of the Throne,, 
even to that Jesus Who on earth endured shame and spitting 
from the vilest of mortals. But they will do more. They will 
help us to remember the foundation upon which the Christian 
priesthood is built, and the source from which all authority 
in the Church is derived. Truly, as the adversary tells us, if 
Jesus be not God, there is an end of the Christian Priesthood ;. 
if He be dethroned, our sacerdotal ministry is null and void. 
But He lives and reigns. And He hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and His Father. To Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

Let us ever remember, then, that all true teaching as to the 
Priesthood and as to the Sacraments must be based upon 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. If, we would have 
our people to regard with due honour the Priestly office,, 
let us lead them first to know, to love, and to adore, with all 
their hearts, the Great High Priest upon His throne, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Who is exalted with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of the Eternal Trinity, One- 
God for ever and ever. He, as man, has received all 
power in heaven and earth, and is thus the Fountain of all 
authority in His Mystical Body, which is the Church. We- 
must see to it, therefore, that Christ's Gospel is alw«iys the 
sure foundation upon which we build our priestly claims. 

THE SOCIETY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

1 desire, in conclusion, to draw your attention, my Reverend 
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Brethren, to a new Clerical Society which has been begun 
during the past year. It has, however, no special connexion 
with this Diocese, but it is intended for the benefit of all the 
clergy of our Church in Scotland, who are willing to accept a 
simple rule of life, as an aid to increased devotion and earnest- 
ness. The Society at present consists of only a few Bishops 
and Presbyters, but I hope that before long, many more of the 
clergy will know of its existence, and unite themselves with 
it. It is called the Society of the Holy Spirit, and its very 
name proclaims its intention. It is an organisation based 
upon that fundamental, yet not sufficiently remembered truth, 
that without the continual presence and assistance of the 
Holy Spirit, we can do nothing aright. Consequently the 
daily recitation of the Vent Creator is the primary obligation 
of each member, and this is intended to be, not only a bond 
of union, but also, still more, an act of intercession. And 
when we realise the power of united prayer, the gracious 
willingness of the Blessed Spirit to help those who call on 
His Divine Majesty, and our extreme need of His help, we 
can hardly fail to conclude, that even this one simple rule, if 
faithfully and devoutly complied with, is calculated to bring 
down untold blessings, not only upon our own souls, but also 
upon our exercise of that ministry, which we have received 
from the Lord Jesus. I am sure that many of us feel, that 
we are not what we would be, and that we are not what 
God wills us to be. We may thank Him that we have been 
born again of water and of the Spirit, sealed in Confirmation 
with the seven-fold gifts of the Holy Ghost, nourished in the 
Blessed Sacrament with the Flesh and Blood of our Divine 
Redeemer, often loosed from sin by the ministry of reconcil- 
iation, and even gifted with the Holy Ghost for the 
ofifice and work of the Priesthood. Vet do we not need more 
—more life, more love, more thorough conversion of heart? 
Do we not need to be delivered from blindness with regard 
to heavenly things ; from slothfulness in the performance of 
the great work committed to us, from worldliness, from cold- 
ness towards Him Who died for us, and from unfaithfulness 
as to our preaching of His Gospel? Should not this prayer, 
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then, go up from us continually to that Blessed Spirit, Who 
is the Lord, and the Giver of Life, 

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
And lighten with celestial fire ! 

The other rules of the Society hardly add anything to those 
obligations which the Church has already laid upon her 
ministers — obligations to which we have already solemnly 
pledged ourselves by the very fact of our ordination. For 
example, the second rule of the Society prescribes the daily 
recitation of Matins and Evensong. Here, certainly, no new 
burden is laid upon us. The voice of the Church is plain and 
explicit, and it is difficult to see how disobedience in this 
matter can be practised without sin. Yet it is to be feared 
the rule in question is not superfluous. For are there not 
even now, some of us who may need to be reminded of this 
old obligation, both as a motive for seeking pardon through 
Christ, on account of past neglect as regards the daily Offices, 
and also as an incentive to greater faithfulness in the time to 
come? 

The third rule, which is, that all members of the Society 
shall observe the days of fasting and abstinence as prescribed 
by the Book of Common Prayer, stands on the same footing 
as the second. For here again there is nothing new, and it 
seems impossible for any Clergyman, when in ordinary 
health, to reconcile the neglect of the Church's rule as to 
Fridays and fast days with a sense of honour, to say nothing 
of higher considerations. 

The fourth and fifth rules relate to the celebration of the 
Holy Eucharist. Members in Priest's Orders are expected, 
whenever they have opportunity, to celebrate the Holy 
Eucharist on every Sunday and Holyday. This is only put- 
ting into the form of a rule, what should be the heart's desire 
of each one of us. A Sunday or a Holyday without the 
Eucharist, is like a church without an altar, or a sermon with- 
out the Gospel. If all Christians are to be accounted 
members of a Royal Priesthood, what shall we say of those 
who have been specially called and set apart to celebrate the 
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Holy Mysteries, even as the Great High Priest after the 
order of Melchisedec, Himself celebrated them, on that night 
in which He was betrayed. It was then, to the Apostles, 
separated for that occasion, and distinguished from the rest ' 
of the Disciples, that our Lord said — Do this in remem- 
brance of Me. 

And here, my Reverend Brethren,! need hardly remind you 
of the well-known meaning of these words in the original, 
nor of the fact that the Greek verb, which in the New 
Testament is translated " Do," in the Septuagint version of 
the Old Testament is continually used for "offer" or 
" sacrifice." * 

If, then, we be Priests indeed : if such an offering has been 
given to us to make, even the divinely-appointed Memorial 
of our Blessed Redeemer, in which He is Himself mystically 
present, both as Priest and Victim, — shajl we not offer it a& 
often as we can, and thus plead with the Eternal Father the 
all-sufficient and all-prevailing merits of His only-begotten, 
and well-beloved Son Jesus Christ, in Whom He is well 
pleased ? And shall we not, in union with that Sacrifice, 
make known our every want, and bring before the Throne of 
Grace, not only the needs of our own souls, but also the 
necessities of our people^ of this poor, scattered Diocese, and 
of all the whole Church — remembering both those who are 
with us still on earth, and those who, having finished their 
course in faith, do now rest from their labours ? " Do this in 
remembrance of Me," says the Great High Priest ; and thus^ 
to quote tfie words of St. Irenaeus, the Martyr Bishop of the 
second century, " He instituted to be offered throughout the 
world the Oblation of the Church, which is accounted with 
God a pure sacrifice, acceptable unto Him." This is the 
Sacrifice which in our remote land, and in this latter age of 
the world, we still offer up, waiting for the Second Coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, yet using continually that form of 

* See the Charge by the late Bishop Hamilton of Salisbury " On the Doctrine 
of the Real Presence and the Sacrihce of the Eucharist," in the appendix to- 
which, numerous instances are given of the sacrificial signification of^the verb 
VOUIV, 
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words, the substance of which belongs to a time when the 
recollection of His departure was still fresh in the 
minds of His people. And so we say — " Wherefore, 
O Lord and Heavenly Father, according to the 
institution of Thy dearly beloved Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, we Thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here,' 
before Thy Divine Majesty, with these Thy Holy Gifts, which 
we now offer unto Thee, the Memorial Thy Son hath com- 
manded us to make, having in remembrance His blessed 
Passion and precious Death, His mighty Resurrection and 
glorious Ascension, rendering unto Thee most hearty thanks 
for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same." 

Thus then it is that the Scottish Church, in union with 
the Great High Priest, and in union with all the members of 
His Mystical Body throughout the world, from the rising of 
the sun, unto the going down of the same, offers the Pure 
Offering predicted by the Prophet Malachi, fulfils her 
Lord's Words, and is obedient to His most blessed com- 
mandment, Do this in remembrance of Me. Surely, as 
Priests, we should hardly need any new rule to keep us in 
mind of this most high and holy duty, and to urge us 
frequently to its performance. Ever should we bear in 
mind those well-known and often quoted words in The 
Imitation of Christ — " When a Priest celebrates the Euchar- 
ist he honours God, he gladdens the Angels, he edifies the 
Church, he helps the living, he obtains repose for the de- 
parted, and he renders himself partaker of all good things." 

But the Society of the Holy Spirit seeks also to promote 
increased devotion on the part of its members, both with 
regard to their preparation for the altar, and with regard to 
their acts of thanksgiving after Communion. For to cele- 
brate the Holy Mysteries frequently without devotion, to 
offer the Holy Sacrifice without due preparation, would be 
truly a calamity. Therefore, as an outward aid to those 
inward dispositions with which all Priests should approach 
and leave God's altar, ancient offices of preparation and 
thanksgiving, already familiar to many of us, are provided 
in the Manual that has been drawn up. May the Eternal 
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Spirit, through Whom our Great High Priest oilfered Him- 
self up without spot unto the Father, that Holy Spirit Whom 
Jesus breathed upon His Apostles, and through Whose 
Presence and Power, the Holy Eucharist is consecrated ; 
may He be with us whenever we draw near unto the Altar 
of God, to enlighten and cleanse our hearts, to kindle our 
affections, to defend us from all adversities, and to give us a 
right judgment in all things ! And when, in the power of 
the Spirit, we have been with Jesus in the Holy Mount, and 
have entered into the very Presence of the Eternal Father, 
may we so go back to our daily life, that, being defended from 
the flames of sin and temptation, we may walk with God, 
unharmed by all the powers of the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, even as the three Holy children walked with Him in 
safety, in the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 

The sixth rule of the Society of the Holy Spirit might be 
more fitly called a recommendation. For it simply reminds 
us to be faithful in fulfilling our Ordination vow of diligence 
in reading the Scriptures, and in such studies as lead to 
a knowledge of the same. My brethren, most of us in this 
Diocese should be mighty in the Scriptures, and deeply read 
in the science of Theology. In this enlightened age, in 
which it is our happy privilege to live, books are within the 
reach of all of us. But not only is it so : many of us have 
abundant leisure ; a gift, let us remember, for which we 
shall have to render an account. Supposing eight out of 
each twenty-four hours are given to sleep, sixteen remain to 
be made use of. If from these we take six-for relaxation and 
food, there are yet ten for work. These must surely belong 
to our Lord and Master, Who cannot be pleased to look 
down from heaven and see His ordained ministers giving far 
less time to their sacred calling, than is given to their labours, 
by those who are merely following the ordinary vocations of 
this passing world. 

« 

How, then, as to these ten hours in each ordinary day ? 
The answer to this question may well cause you and me 
some anxiety. For after due time given to secret prayer and 
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meditation, to the saying of Matins and Evensong (each of 
which offices only take about twenty minutes), to pastoral 
visitation, and to school instruction, there ought still to be a 
considerable residuum — something like five hours. Here, 
then, we come to that leisure for the study of Holy Scripture, 
and the science of Theology, to which I have alluded. 
We have not all of us the burden of a large correspond- 
ence, and with most, the duties of pastoral visitation 
are much less than they are in the case of our hard worked 
brethren, whose lot is cast in large towns. Should we not, 
then, be exceptionally well versed in those sacred studies, 
which it is our special duty, as teachers of others, to. master, 
to the best of our ability ? But, alas, it sometimes happens, 
that those who have very little to do, find that they have not 
leisure to accomplish, even that little, well. Time slips away, 
unnoticed, unprofited by, and we float on, forgetful, towards 
our day of reckoning. 

For these evils, a rule of life is, humanly speaking, the one 
great remedy, and such a rule is suggested in the Manual of 
the Society in question. I use the expression " humanly 
speaking " advisedly, for in all hindrances to the faithful dis- 
charge of our duty, the real Divine remedy lies in the con- 
straining power of love to Jesus Christ kindled in our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit. 

The seventh and last rule relates to Retreats. But on this 
subject I need not repeat what I said last year. All who 
love to be alone with Jesus, and who, having confessed their 
sins and received absolution, rejoice for a while to sit in 
silence at their Lord's feet, that they may learn of Him — all 
such, I say, will need no fresh arguments to convince them of 
the benefits which result from these seasons of retirement 
from the world. 

I have only one word to add with regard to this Society 
about which I have said so much, viz. :— that the privilege 
has been granted to me of admitting into its membership 
any of the clergy temporarily or permanently resident in 
this Diocese. To those who desire to join, I shall be glad to 
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give all necessary information, together with the printed 
statement of its objects and rules. 

But I fear, my Reverend Brethren, I may have wearied 
you. Pardon me if I have done so, and forgive the frequent 
repetition of well-known truths. Pray for me, that through 
the grace of the Holy Spirit I may not myself be found 
wanting in those virtues which I have desired to set before 
others. 

This world is waxing old, and all that belongs to the pre- 
sent order of things is passing away. But there is One Who 
never changes, for He is the Same yesterday, and to-day, 
and for ever. As He was to Irenaeus, the young disciple ; to 
Polycarp, the aged master ; to the beloved John, the inspired 
Apostle ; and to the rest who knew the features of His coun- 
tenance and the tones of His voice ; so He is to us, unchanged 
and unchangeable. Still clothed in human flesh, true God 
and true Man, He lives and reigns in the glory of heaven. 
But out from that glory He will most surely come again, and 
we shall see Him. May we so live, and, should such be 
God's will, may we so die, that, looking unto Him, washed 
from sin through His blood, and sanctified by that Holy 
Spirit, Whom He has sent unto us from the Father, we may 
be among those happy disciples unto whom, now, as of old, 
He gives this kind and gracious assurance, I will come 
again and receive you unto Myself, that where I am there 
ye may be also. 
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